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Comments by 
Chris Folsom, owner operator of Positive Media, Inc. 

An independent program producer. 
 
 
It would seem the cable industry would the commission to believe all is well 
with leased  
 
access. As a leased access programmer, Positive Media, Inc is not persuaded 
to agree  
 
with the giants of the cable industry. 
 
 
There are several areas Positive Media believes the commission should 
address. These 
 
areas include, but not limited to, verification of leased access rates, 
verification of signal  
 
penetration and standardized rule for leased access agreements. 
 
 



Verifications of leased access rate must be addressed. It is financially 
unreasonable for a  
 
small independent programmer as Positive Media to be required to pays fees 
to an  
 
accountant to perform, what can only be described as, a complete audit of a 
cable system,  
 
to determine the validity of the leased access rates. Positive Media believes 
an adequate  
 
starting point would be to require all cable systems to place the local leased 
access rates  
 
in the cable system’s public file. To include figures of how the rate was 
calculated and  
 
not just a formula, but the actual figures. The public file should be updated at 
the time  
 
any change is made in the rates and a minimum time frame of one year for 
updated files. 
 
 
Verification of signal penetration is another area which should be examined. 
Positive  
 
Media recently experience a situation with Comcast, in which, our channel’s 
signal was  
 
not reaching the local head end’s subscribers. This was verified by several of 
our viewers.  
 
When we contacted Comcast about this situation, we were told to give the 
name, address  
 
and phone numbers of the subscriber and they would verify and then make a 
decision as  
 
to any monetary compensation. We contacted Comcast about this; the normal 
person we  
 



make direct contact with was on vacation. The person in which I spoke with 
verified our  
 
channel had some issue which was technical issues with Comcast. Even with 
this  
 
information, we were never given due monetary compensation nor 
consideration for the  
 
information passed to the management staff of Comcast. Positive Media’s 
issues were  
 
simply ignored. This type of issue must be addressed by the commission. 
 
 
It would be extremely helpful if the commission would create a standard form 
for leased  
 
access agreements. Positive Media’s experience with the so called contract 
negotiation  
 
has been, at best, described as stoned walled and hostile. The two different 
cable systems  
 
our company has, so called, negotiated with have used stall tactics by loading 
the  
 
contracts with requirements already declined by the commissions as 
requirements of  
 
leased access programmers. Furthermore, our negotiation of contractual 
terms never  
 
seemed like it was a negotiation, it was more like “This is what it is, take it or 
leave it.”  
 
Not until commission rulings were brought forward was there ever a point 
changed in the  
 
contract. The negotiation of a leased access agreement is not a negotiation. It 
a stall tactic  
 
to frustrate potential independent programmers to make them/us give up the 
process. 



 
 
In closing, the positions of the cable giants are an inaccurate position. 
Considering the  
 
cable companies hold the position of strength, it is no wonder they believe 
there is no  
 
reason to re-examine leased access rules. The cable companies, under current 
rules and  
 
regulations hold all the advantage and power. As usual, they do not want to 
relinquish  
 
their power. We encourage the commission to use the rule making session to 
completely  
 
rework the rules and regulations for leased access to make all areas of leased 
access to be  
 
equal to both sides of the issue. 
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